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^child of seven years of age. For we must observe that up to the
present time he has attacked nothing at all but this perfectly inept
law of his own framing. Finally I marvel at the strength of his
imagination, seeing that, waging war as he does merely upon
that most unreal of chimaeras which he has evolved from his own
brain, he has nevertheless adopted the same attitude and employed
the same words, as if he had really had me as his opponent, and
been face to face with me in the conflict.

SECOND QUESTION.

WHETHER IT is A GOOD METHOD OF PHILOSOPHIZING TO SET ASIDE
EVERYTHING THAT is DOUBTFUL.

You ask, 2: whether it is a good method of philosophizing to set
aside all matters that involve any doubt. Unless you disclose this
method in some detail you need not expect an answer from me. How-
ever, you do this.

'In order to philosophize,' you say, 'in order to discover whether
there be anything certain, and of the highest certainty, and what that
is, this is my procedure. Since all is doubtful and uncertain, /
treat everything which I have ever believed, or which I have previously
known, as false, and I set all such things aside completely, and con-
vince myself that neither earth nor sky nor any of the things I
previously believed to be in the wwld exist; nay, not even the world
itself, nor my body, nor mind, in a word nothing, I affirm, exists.
Then having made this general renunciation, and having protested
that nothing exists, I plunge into my own philosophy and, led by its
counsels I track out the true and certain cautiously and prudently,
just as if there existed some very powerful and cunning Spirit who
wanted to lead me into error. Wherefore, not to be deceived, I look
around attentively and have quite determined on the plan of admitting
nothing that is not of such a nature that, however much that scoundrelly
Spirit strives to deceive me, he is quite unable to do so in this case,
and even I myself cannot compel myself to conceal my knowledge of
the fact or deny it. I reflect therefore, I revolve and revolve things
in my thought until something of the kind sought may arrive, and
when I have struck upon it, I use it (as Archimedes used his fulcrum}
for eliciting other facts, and in this wise I derive one fact from
another in a way that shows. them to be wholly certain and well